
For two years we have been working closely 
with the Bound Brook library to meet an im-
portant need in the community: providing be-
ginner English instruction to adults with very 
limited English skills. Through a pilot class 
and many modifications, we have reached 60 
new students! 
 Today we offer a 10-week class that pre-
pares beginner learners for the tutoring expe-
rience. At the completion of  class, students 
are divided into small groups and matched 
with an LVSC tutor. All services are offered 
onsite at the Bound Brook library and are 
supported by LVSC’s bilingual Student Co-
ordinator who facilitates communication and 
scheduling. This has been a truly collabora-
tive effort, guided by the wisdom and hard 
work of  volunteer Susan Pristas, supported 
by an inspiring group of  tutors and the caring 
staff  at the Bound Brook library, and gener-
ously funded by The Billian Family Charitable 
Foundation, The Fred C. Rummel Founda-
tion, and the Shapiro Family Foundation.
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Teaching English 
from Scratch
ESL for Beginners

Tutor Walter and students Gladys, Andriena and Maria (not pictured)

Tutor Nancy (center) and students Martiza, Maribel and Ana (not pictured)

Herbert’s Great News
A big congratulations to Herbert who wrote, “I want to share with you my photo 
as a new citizen of the U.S.A. Thanks so much to Literacy Volunteers of Somerset 
County and Somerville Library for offering Citizenship Classes. I attended those 
classes and I learned how to successfully pass my citizenship interview.”  Herbert is 
a dedicated student who has also attended LVSC’s Conversation Groups and is pres-
ently working weekly with a tutor.  Herbert is encouraging his wife to learn English 
as well, and has agreed to “share” his tutor.  The couple now attends weekly tutor-
ing with LVSC tutor, Richard. 

Congratulations to six students for completing LVSC’s Beginner 
English program at the Bound Brook library. After attending our 
inaugural class in fall 2017, these dedicated students met weekly 
with their tutors for more than a year and made great strides in 
improving their English skills.
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A Message from Leadership LVSC Appoints Three New Trustees 
LVSC is pleased to welcome Scott Curtis, Mary Curtis Horwitz 
and Father Louis Mattina to the Board of  Trustees. 
 A certified financial planner, 
Scott Curtis is in his 15th year 
at Thrivent Financial—a not-for 
profit, Fortune 500 financial ser-
vices firm. Scott and his wife Susan 
moved with their three children to 
New Jersey from Long Island in 
2001. Today they are empty-nesters and active members 
of  the Spruce Run Lutheran Church. Although new to the 
Board, Scott is no stranger to LVSC. Through Thrivent 
Financial, he has been supporting LVSC with grants and 
donations for many years. He has also been a familiar face 
at our Annual Meetings. Says Scott, “I enjoy helping oth-
ers and hope to add to the long-term success of  LVSC.” 
 Retired from a distinguished ca-
reer in publishing, Mary Curtis 
Horowitz now dedicates her time 
to furthering human rights and 
scholarly pursuits in the social and 
policy sciences. She is Chairman of  
the Horowitz Foundation for Social 
Policy, which she co-founded in 1997 with her late hus-
band, Irving Louis Horowitz, and Vice Chairman of  the 
Board of  the Center for a Free Cuba. Additionally, Mary 
serves on the National Council for the Brown School 
of  Washington University in St. Louis. In October 2018, 
Mary became an LVSC tutor and has been teaching ESL 
to a young mom from Egypt. Says Mary, “I look forward 
to working with the board to help LVSC maintain all it 
has achieved, while continuing to grow and serve the 
needs of  those who are eager to join our communities.”
 Parochial Vicar of  Our Lady of  
Mt. Virgin in Middlesex, Father 
Louis A. Mattina was ordained 
a Roman Catholic priest in 1995 
by the Diocese of  Metuchen. He 
also was endorsed by the Arch-
diocese for Military Services, USA 
to serve as an Air Force Chaplain; he currently serves 
reserve duty at Eielson Air Force Base, Alaska. Father 
Mattina also served 24 years in parish, Hispanic, prison 
and hospital ministries, and in civilian pastoral ministry 
in Mexico, Costa Rica, Venezuela, Peru and Cuba. Says 
Father Mattina, “I learned to speak Spanish as an adult 
and that was not easy. I empathize with those who are 
trying to learn English and look forward to serving on 
the LVSC board.” 

 Last fall LVSC lost a gracious leader with the unexpected 
passing of Board President Martha Davis. As a young girl, Martha 
was forced from her idyllic home in Hungary and needed to learn 
a new language – first German and then English. In both instanc-
es she was helped by compassionate teachers who took her un-
der their tutelage; a great kindness which Martha never forgot. 
Martha volunteered 16 years of her retirement helping others to 
learn English, serving as an LVSC tutor, conversation group leader, 
committee member, and ten years as board president.
 We are grateful to Martha for her steadfast commitment 
to LVSC and remain focused on furthering the LVSC’s mission. 
As such, the LVSC Board appointed Phil Armenio, former Vice 
President, to serve as interim board president. In addition to a 
long career in information technologies at Johnson & Johnson, for 
ten years Phil has been involved with LVSC as a tutor, conversation 
group leader and board member. 
 Which brings us to this time of year where we find our-
selves planning for the new fiscal year 2019-2020. We are evalu-
ating our programs, planning for any new or expanded services, 
analyzing funding trends, finalizing yearly events, electing board 
officials, and preparing a new budget. These are important parts 
of our responsibilities: ensuring the smooth functioning of LVSC 
while remaining passionately driven toward the mission of “pro-
moting literacy in our community.” 
 As you read the pages of this newsletter, we hope you’ll see 
how we all play an important part in making our community bet-
ter. And for our efforts, we receive back the satisfaction that we 
are helping others on their lifetime journeys. We hope you will 
agree, and we thank you for your support.

Phil Armenio,  
Interim Board President

Aimee Lam,  
Executive Director

The mission of Literacy Volunteers of Somerset County (LVSC) is to promote 
literacy throughout the community by providing student-centered tutoring and 
literacy programs for adults so that they may function more effectively in their 
daily lives. Our mission is founded on the belief that the ability to read and com-
municate in English is imperative to leading a productive and functional life, and 
is essential for the protection of individual freedom and equality of all people.
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Notes (and selfies!)  
from our Tutors

Thank you to our tutors for 
providing these inspiring 

student updates. 

• R. brought his young daughter 
and wife to meet me. His wife 
thanked me and said she sees a 
big improvement in R’s English 
vocabulary. Tutor, Dennis

• We updated C’s resume and 
prepared for her first job interview in 
her field of training AND she got the 
job! Tutor, Elma

• J. read 2 books to her son’s second 
grade class. She was apprehensive but 
she did a great job and her son was very 
excited and proud. Tutor, Kathy

• We have been working hard on 
improving M’s resume and worked 
on her business language and 
pronunciation. She obtained a paid 
position in the hospital! We are both 
very proud and happy! Tutor, Meinske

• G. got offered the daytime manager 

job at the McDonald’s where she works, 
and she said, “YES!” Her daughters 
appear to be very proud of Mom’s 
promotion. Tutor, Nancy 

• N. was thrilled to tell me she actually 
went on her own — without any assistance 
— and ordered “coffee with cream and 
sugar” from Dunkin Donuts. Tutor, Edith

• C. will be receiving her Green Card; 
she went through the interview and 
passed! Tutor, Maralyn 

• P. is very motivated to improve his 
understanding and application of the 

English language. He proudly told 
me last week he was recognized as 
employee of the month in his job. 
Very exciting to see his progress! 
Tutor, Patty

• N. seemed happy to report she is 
now a full-time employee rather than 
going through the temp agency; she 

was one of two people who were offered 
full time positions. Tutor, Donna

• T. and I have ended our tutoring 
sessions after three years. In the time we 
worked together, he moved from a 3rd 
grade reading level up to a 5th/6th grade 
level. Tutor, Michael

• E. got her driving license on the first 
try; she took the test in English after 
we practiced together. We also were 
successful in getting her a volunteer 
position at the library – yay! Tutor, Randy 
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Thoughts from LVSC’s Student Ambassador
By Yorleny Fuentes, LVSC student 

As LVSC’s 2018-2019 Student Ambassador, Yorleny has assisted 
with our beginner ESL classes, prepared mailings in the LVSC office, 
written a fundraising letter, and spoke to the Kiwanis Club of  Somerset 
Hills on LVSC’s behalf. Following is an excerpt from her speech. 

 If  I say that learning English is easy, I would be lying. This is a 
beautiful language, really cool, very interesting. Every time I hear 
Americans speak I fall in love because of  the sound. But, it’s really 
hard, frustrating, stressful, and exhausting, especially if  you don’t 
have any foundation. When I was in Costa Rica I never, ever stud-
ied English because I thought I would never use it and now I’m 
here trying to speak English.
 I try to take advantage of  everything to learn and improve my 
English. I’m a believer that practice makes perfect, that is the rea-
son I always go the extra mile to do my best.  It’s not easy but not 
impossible. I struggle with pronunciation every single day. I think 
this is the hardest part of  English and also it’s my weakest. When 
I feel hopeless and stagnant with English, I encourage myself  by 
saying “Rome wasn’t built in a day.” 
 Literacy Volunteers plays an important role in my life. I still re-
member when I first went to Bound Brook {Conversation Group}. 

That day was unforgettable for me because that day my life changed. 
Before that I couldn’t speak any English. I never did anything by my-
self. I always depended on my husband, if  my husband wasn’t with 
me I always looked for someone who spoke Spanish. Now I can do 
many things myself. All the English I know is because of  Literacy 
Volunteers. I’m truly grateful to the organization for changing my 
life. They transformed a person full of  fear into a confident one. 
Thank you so very much.

Working Hard and Paying It Forward | Two Inspiring Students Give Back

Conversation Group; Yorleny seated, right

Rosa Merlo: Student, Volunteer and Friend
By Yolanda Rodriguez, LVSC Tutor

In the short two and half  years that Rosa has lived in New Jer-
sey she has accomplished so much. Her determination to learn 
English is very apparent. Rosa takes seven hours of  English each 
week, which includes ESL classes and one-to-one tutoring. As 

her English improves, her comfort level and assimilation into 
her community has increased. Her newly learned English skills 
gave her the confidence to join Airbnb as a vendor. This was 
an exciting achievement as it led to the opportunity to list her 
upstate New York home as a rental property. Rosa also took a 
motor vehicle road test with no problem. It entailed following 
and understanding the instructor’s commands in English.
 Rosa feels that the English program offered by Literacy Vol-
unteers is excellent. So, she wanted to give back to her com-
munity and offered to run a Spanish conversational class at the 
Hillsborough library. While running the conversational class, 
Rosa had the opportunity to explain what the LVSC program 
is all about. This discussion sparked the interest of  two of  her 
students who subsequently became certified tutors themselves. 
Rosa also volunteers at the LVSC office for at least two hours per 
week where she practices her English and is a tremendous help 
to the LVSC staff. 
 As you can see, Rosa’s determination to learn English has led 
her to achieve and excel in areas of  her life that had not been 
anticipated. I’m so proud of  her and all she has accomplished as 
a person, student and friend.  All we can say is “Rosa please don’t 
stop” since you’re an inspiration to all! 

Rosa (l) and Yolanda (r).
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3rd Annual Community Spelling Bee, Feb. 2019
Team & Prize Sponsors $300: Adirondack Solutions; American 
Legion Post 304; Dean’s Natural Food Market; Edison Research; 
Fairway Green; Gatti Legal Nurse Consultants; Harlingen Veterinary 
Clinic; Matheny; PrintPOD Publishing; Somerset Pediatric Group; 
The MAX Challenge; Thrivent Financial

Eventful Ways to Support Literacy
Thank you for supporting LVSC’s recent 
fundraising events!

Pictured: (Top) Outstanding Service Award presented 
to the family of Martha Davis, in loving memory.  
From l to r:  LVSC’s Susan Engelstein, Aimee Lam & 
Phil Armenio; Martha’s family:  Karin & Tim Davis and 
Bryan Davis
(Bottom) LVSC student & tutor speakers, Suji Lim (l) 
and Chris Sommers (r)

Garden of Literacy Brunch & 
Silent Auction, April 2019
Sponsors:

• Rose Garden $1,500: Amboy Bank
• Zen Garden $1,000: Midwest Tape,  
 The Young Family
• Herb Garden $500: PeopleCare Center for 
 Nonprofits, PSEG, Quest Diagnostics,  
 Takara Belmont

The Sweet Sounds of Jazz—  
Fall Soiree, Oct. 2018

Sponsors:
• Duke Ellington $1,500: Baker & Taylor
• Louis Armstrong $1,000: Amboy Bank, ADESA NJ
• Ella Fitzgerald $500: MSPC Certified Public Accountants  
 & Advisors

Pictured: (Top) The Bridgewater Library was transformed, featuring jazz by 
Jan Findlay and her Trio. (Inset) Petrock’s Wine Bar

Pictured: (Top) Spelling Contestants. (Inset) 
Bee Champions: Team Bird is the Word – Jim 
& Ellen Lafargue (Winning word: C-O-N-E-S-
T-O-G-A)

To see more event pictures, and to stay current with LVSC, please Like Us 
on Facebook.

Monday,  
July 22, 2019

1:00 p.m.
GOLF FORE
LITERACY

2019

Don’t golf?   
Join us for the post-play party, only $50.
For more info visit LiteracySomerset.org.

Royce Brook Golf Club 
$150/golfer
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Board
Executive Committee

Felice Armenio, Interim President
Patricia Flannery, Acting Vice President
Yvonne Selander, Recording Secretary

Mary Riccardi, Treasurer

Trustees
Scott Curtis

Alexander G. Fisher
Mary Curtis Horowitz

Stephen Koehler
Rev. Louis A. Mattina

Tho Ngo
Eileen Havens Roan

Advisory Board
Steve Cummins
Alyssa Valenti

Helene Venizelos

Staff
Aimee Lam, Executive Director

Susan Engelstein,  
Program and Events Manager 

Adriana Rojas, Student Coordinator

Fall 2018 Graduates   
Rachel Andreotta • Lisa Browne • Christian Bryan • Larry Carter • Jean Celeste-

Astorina • Rupal Dalal • Dawn  Dunbar • Randy Fisher • Stephen Forest • Robin Gaber 
• Diane Gruver • Donna Hartnett • Mary Curtis Horowitz • Annette Kaplansky • Ruth 
Li • Donna Lisi • Erika Lobe • Shefali Mehta • Sandeep Kumar Ojha • Kristen Paladino 
Prajakta Paranjpe • Haroon Rahimi • Julianna Savino • Anita Thomas • Betty Tran • 

Denise Yosafat • Susan Zolandz 
Winter 2019 Graduates 

Maria Dasilva • Janet Etch • Maureen Falotico • Barbara Hagan • Rayvone Johnson 
• Martisha Kanard-Dwyer • Rosa Kettles • Pradeep Lamba • Sharlene Laud • Edward 

Lerner • Irene Lieberman • Kelly Liston • James Mikail • Christopher Miller • Amal 
Mitra • Mia Morse • Parul Patel • Jayshree Rama • Robert Shaw • Diane Silver • 

Robert Skrabal • Mark Stevens • Lenette Stone • Karlin Lin Regina Tsai • Laura Whalen 
• Maria Beatriz Wise

Spring 2019 Graduates 
Maryann Bailey • Melanie Bedor • Anita Beldjilali • Deborah Benward • Bobbie 

Bruskin • Kate Burns • Kathleen Burr • Amy Buser • Karen Capriotti • Leslie Colon • 
Laurel DeJonge • Deborah Dick-Rath • Patty Fekete • Carla Galdos • Leysan Galieva 

• Anisha Gosain • Jessica Ma • Claire Nguyen • Richard Polny • Alfreda Richardson • 
Peggy Scott • Carole Steinbach • Amie Thomas • Andrew Todd • Jon Tuason

Congratulations and Welcome to 78 Newly Trained Tutors

 Upcoming Events
For more information, visit 
LiteracySomerset.org or  
call (908) 725-5430.

LVSC Annual Meeting & 
Recognition Night
Wednesday, June 12, 2019

Golf Fore Literacy
Monday, July 22, 2019

Fall Tutor Training
Wednesdays, September 11, 2019 – 
October 2, 2019 

Annual Fall Soiree -  
Improv Comedy
Friday, October 25, 2019

4th Annual Community  
Spelling Bee
Saturday, February 22, 2020

Garden of Literacy Brunch & 
Silent Auction
Sunday, April 19, 2020 Newsletter design provided by  

Jessica Ngo, freelance designer.

Corporate and Foundation 
Grants of $1000+  

(Since June 1, 2018)

Billian Family Charitable Foundation • 
Custom Essence • Geraldine R. Dodge 

Foundation • Investors Foundation 
• Janssen Pharmaceuticals • Macy’s 

• Munich Re America • Pheasant 
Hill Foundation • PSEG Foundation • 

Shapiro Family Foundation • The Boye 
Foundation • The Fred C. Rummel 

Foundation • The Gannett Foundation 
and Courier News • The George H. 
and Estelle M. Sands Foundation • 
The Lowell Johnson Foundation • 

Ullmann Family Foundation • United 
Way of Northern NJ • Wish You Well 

Foundation 

Did You Know? 
LVSC doesn’t receive government 
funding so we rely on donations, 
grants, and event proceeds to operate 
our programs. There are many ways 
to support LVSC, including some which 
can also benefit you! For example:

• If you’re 70 ½ or older, you can do-
nate a portion of your IRA directly to 
a qualified charity. This satisfies your 
RMD and is excluded from income.  

• Donate shares of highly appreciated 
stock and bypass capital gains. Receive 
a tax deduction for the fair market 
value of stock on day of your gift.

• Give through a charitable gift annuity 
while receiving retirement income for 
yourself.

• New tax laws got you down? Es-
tablish a Donor Advised Fund to help 
facilitate your charitable giving.

• Leave a legacy by naming LVSC in 
your will.

Please contact the LVSC office for more 
information. Of course you can also 
donate online at LiteracySomerset.org 
or you can mail a check payable to LVSC 
in the enclosed envelope. Thank you!


