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A LITTLE BIT OF HISTORY

1981

 Literacy Volunteers of the Somerville Area was formed at 
the grassroots level by Alma C. Liotta, a retired teacher.  

 Serving:  American-born adults.

 Services: Basic Literacy. One-to-one tutoring.

 52 tutors serving 36 students (by 1987).

 No paid staff.

 Tutoring was offered in 3 library branches.

2021

 Literacy Volunteers of Somerset County is celebrating 40 years of 
service on a Zoom webinar.

 Serving:  Adults from 40 different countries around the world, 
including the USA.  

 Services:  ESL & Basic Literacy.  One-to-one and small group 
tutoring, English conversation groups, U.S. citizenship preparation 
classes, and beginner ESL classes.

 115 tutors serve 250 students. 

 1 full-time and 2 part-time staff members, plus a paid tutor trainer. 

 When we resume in-person programming, it will be in 10 library 
branches. Tutors and students will use a hybrid of in-person and 
virtual instruction.

While much has changed in 40 years, our mission of providing 

student-centered literacy instruction for adults remains the same.



WHERE ARE WE TODAY?

Thank you lit nj

The COVID-19 pandemic upended every aspect of LVSC’s programs. 

Our community of volunteers, partners, and funders supported a 
total transformation to virtual programming. 

Our dedicated and determined students rose to the challenge. 

We arrived at our 40th anniversary a transformed, versatile 
organization.



COMPLETE VIRTUAL PROGRAMMING

Virtual tutoring on video 
chat, through email, on 
the phone, and by text

Weekly English 
conversation groups on 

Zoom

Remote US citizenship 
information sessions & 

personalized tutoring for 
interview preparation

Student assessments on 
Zoom

Tutor training workshops: 
self-paced online 

modules & instructor-led 
Zoom sessions

In-service and tutor 
support groups on 

Zoom



COMPLETE VIRTUAL PROGRAMMING

Virtual Book Clubs

13 Webinars!

Serious Webinars:

Voting

Job search during COVID

Health & Wellness 
Webinars (6)

Active Webinars:

Yoga

Cultural Webinars:

Baking an apple pie

American Football

Super Bowl Commercials

Six editions of 
Connections, a new 

student-run e-newsletter



COMPLETE VIRTUAL PROGRAMMING

PLUS:
Brand new 

user-friendly 
website,

streamlined, 
automated office 

procedures,

and a shared 
lesson library 

for tutors!



250 STUDENTS SERVED VIRTUALLY*

 160 received weekly tutoring

 150 attended an English 

conversation group

 35 received US citizenship 

preparation support (6 new 

citizens!)

 17 attended a beginner ESL class

*increase from 105 in September 2020



115 ACTIVE VIRTUAL VOLUNTEERS*

103 

TUTORS

12 

CONVERSATION 

GROUP LEADERS

47 NEW 

TUTORS 

TRAINED

(3 TUTOR 

TRAINING 

WORKSHOPS)

10 IN-

SERVICE & 

SUPPORT 

SESSIONS 

FOR 

TUTORS

*increase from 56 in September 2020



BEYOND LITERACY

LVSC is more than a literacy provider, it is a caring 
community of people.  

Throughout the pandemic we shared information from 
our partners to help keep volunteers and students safe.

Health literacy was a big part of our year.



BEYOND LITERACY

How does 
COVID spread?

Where can I get 
a mask?

Where can I get 
tested?

Is the vaccine 
safe? 

How can I get 
vaccinated?

Through email and Facebook, and a dedicated space on our website, we issued more than 50 

COVID-related communications. The goal was to share timely and accurate information. 



BEYOND LITERACY

COVID pushed us beyond health literacy.

LVSC shared information on local resources and assistance programs.

Shelter Food pantries

Job 
opportunities 

& skills 
development

Mental health 
support

Affordable 
healthcare



BEYOND LITERACY

Our services 

connected people 

during a very lonely 

time. 

“I missed my daily activities and assumed my students did too, 

so I started teaching remotely shortly after lockdown started.”  

-Tutor

“English learning has kept {my mom} going. I believe that 
she feels more purpose in life if she can share her life 
experiences. I am grateful to have you and other friends 
who have encouraged and provided support.” –Student’s 
relative

“I can tell that there is a thirst for connection. Yesterday 

during the discussion part of the class a few students were 

sharing their worries and sorrows. They seemed to take 

comfort from one another and when one student said that 

this class is her therapy there was lots of agreement. I 

think a social platform is as important as anything else we 

provide.” –Conversation group leader



CELEBRATING 40 YEARS

Our programs have grown tremendously since our humble start, 
thanks to the cumulative effort of many people over the years. 

 Resilient, brave students who work hard to reach life goals;

 Devoted volunteers who have shared their time and talent to 
teach and nurture;

 Dedicated board members whose wisdom, guidance, and 
care has kept the staff on track and the organization strong;

 Hard-working, creative staff members who have gone 
above and beyond to deliver the LVSC mission; 

 Generous donors who have provided essential funding;

 Community partners who have collaborated to serve our 
neighbors in need; and 

 the innovative spirit of all involved.

Our longevity, and ability to weather the COVID storm, is 
because of you!



CELEBRATING 40 YEARS
THANK YOU, DONORS (JULY 1, 2020 – JUNE 30, 2021)

$1,000-$2,499
➢ ADESA NJ

➢ PSEG Foundation

➢ TechSoup COVID Recovery Fund

➢ The Boye Foundation

➢ Thrivent Financial

$2,500-$4,999
➢ Pheasant Hill Foundation

➢ The Provident Bank Foundation

➢ The Fred C. Rummel Foundation

$10,000-$14,999
➢ Billian Family Charitable Foundation

➢ Matching Gifts & Volunteer Grants

• Apple

• Chubb Insurance

• Colgate-Palmolive

• Exxon Mobile

• Intel

• Munich Re America

• Nationwide

• NewsCorp

• Johnson & Johnson

• Prudential

• Sanofi

• Thrivent Financial

• Verizon

$15,000+
➢ The George H. and Estelle M. Sands 

Foundation

➢ NJ Council for the Humanities*

$5,000-$9,999
➢ Investors Foundation

➢ Janssen Pharmaceuticals

➢ The Luis and Maria DaSilva Charitable Fund

➢ Munich Re America

➢ Ullmann Family Foundation

➢ Wish You Well Foundation *Any views, findings, conclusions, or recommendations expressed in this website do not necessarily represent 

those of the National Endowment for the Humanities or the New Jersey Council for the Humanities.

$40,000+
➢ Individual Donors

$20,000+
➢ Federal COVID Relief



CELEBRATING 40 YEARS
THANK YOU, COMMUNITY PARTNERS



LOOKING AHEAD

 Return to in-person programming. LVSC is committed to tutor & student safety and 
remote tutoring is the recommended option.  If both tutor and student would like to meet 
in-person, meetings must occur in a public place, in compliance with that location’s rules on 
mask wearing and distancing. 

 Hybrid programming. Tutors and students will have the option to work together in-
person, virtually, or a combination of both. Group programming will remain virtual until 
public space is available for reservation.

 Return to the office. Staff will gradually return to the office this summer.

 In-person events:

 Golf Fore Literacy – July 19, 2021- Royce Brook Golf Club

 Fall Celebration – stay tuned for more information

 40 MORE YEARS!

More information? www.LiteracySomerset.org or (908) 725-5430

http://www.literacysomerset.org/


THANK YOU.

LITERACY LASTS A 

LIFETIME.
LITERACYSOMERSET.ORG


