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Thanks to a grant from Dollar General,        

Literacy Volunteers of Somerset County has launched 

a new pilot program in an effort to move students off 

the waiting list. Students will now be able to enroll in a 

12-week paid classroom program that will be           

facilitated by a professional ESL teacher, Donna    

Pisciotti.  

Students have an option to partake in the   

program, at a cost of $100, but will still have access 

to the traditional one -on-one free tutoring provided 

by LVSC volunteers.  

òWe needed to have another option to offer 

the many people who come to LVSC,ó said Executive        

Director Alan Karmin. òWe always have an extensive 

waiting list, but this is a way for people to get some       

services a lot quicker, while still availing themselves to 

the tutoring that the organization has been known 

for.ó 

The average wait time for getting matched 

with a volunteer tutor has been anywhere from three 

to nine months. There has also been anywhere from 75

-115 people on the waiting list. Both have been a     

constant for many years.  

Even when there are tutors available, it is   

often difficult to facilitate matches because of the 

preferences of both the tutors and students available. 

The process of putting tutors and students together 

has, more often than not, been a long and arduous 

task.  

As part of the Dollar General grant, LVSC has 

acquired a proprietary program that provides matches 

for both the tutors and the students. If a tutor is 

available and is looking to take on a new student, the 

program provides the top five students available     

according to preferences indicated by both parties.  

òThe best way to describe how it works is to 

compare it to computer dating,ó said Karmin. òWe input 

the preferences of both parties ñlocation, day and 

time of availability, ESL or Basic Literacy, male or  

femaleñand what comes out is a short list that is easy 

to work with but, more importantly, pretty much on 

target for a good match. We want to ensure that we 

can provide quality services but also get those        

services to the people who need them quickly.ó  

ESL Class Begins with 12 - week Program;  
New Software Facilitates Quicker Matches  

 

Fall Tutor Training  

Wednesday, October 12, 2011  
 

Scrabble Night and Tricky Tray New Date!  

Saturday, November 5, 2011  

Upcoming LVSC Events  

LVSC tutor Betty Hlibka (far right) facilitates the weekly 

conversation group. Seated, l -r, are Raja Goswami, Monica 

Quesnel, Elisabeth Troscianiec and Cesar de la Vega. See 

Bettyõs story on Page 3. 
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A View From The Top...  
Thoughts from LVSCõs Board President 

òTõis the last rose of summer 
Left blooming alone.ó 
                             Thomas Moore 1830  
 

 As summer slips into autumn, we at Literacy 
Volunteers of Somerset County begin the season with 
new energy and planning. The Fall Tutor Training 
Workshop is scheduled to start on October 12, and 
the first ever 12 -week ESL class that we are offering 
to the adult learners on our waiting list will begin on 
Saturday, September 17.  
 The month of September alerts us to          
remember and enjoy our Annual Meeting where we  
celebrate our volunteers, supporters and students for 
their dedication to our wonderful organization.  Please 
mark your calendars to join us on Monday, September 
19, at the PeopleCare Center at 7:30PM where we will 
serve refreshments for your enjoyment.  
 On that evening, it will be my pleasure to    
present a new slate of Officers whose commitment to 
LVSC will ensure its continued climb towards           
excellence.  
 I would like to remind you of two fundraising 
events that we hope you will take an active part in.  
First, our Family Game Night featuring our second 
Scrabble tournament and other fun competitions along 

with a tricky tray raffle on Saturday, November 5, 
and our monthly Cash for Gold events held in our     
office at the PeopleCare Center.  
 In the past, I would usually mention our need 
for your time and commitment at our upcoming gift 
wrapping dates. But as you may know, sadly, Borders 
has closed its doors.  
 It is with sincere gratitude that I thank each 
and every one for being part of the LVSC family,   
helping in its endeavor to bring awareness of our    
mission to improve lives through literacy, as well as 
encouraging donations.  
 As we say goodbye to summer vacations at far 

away destinations, to carefree days at the shore with 

family and friends, and leisure times spent on the back 

porch, we slowly begin the transition into the busy  

routines of autumn.  Revitalized, we at LVSC are ready 

to meet the tasks before us, and invite you to join us 

in our efforts.  We appreciate and thank you for your 

continued support.  
 

 
 

Martha Davis  

Board President  

Alan Karmin...  
A Message from the Executive Director  

 The new fiscal year arrived and with it has  
arrived new challenges. The economy has taken its toll 
on non-profits ñbig and small. But through it all, LVSC 
has not only survived, it has continued to flourish.  
 LVSC leadership has worked hard to determine 
ways to serve more and more people and get them  
services quicker than ever before.  
 Thanks to technology, we are able to better 
serve our tutors with training videos now available on 
our website, and a new program that will match tutors 
and students faster than ever.  

 Technology is great, but we could not exist 
without our volunteers. The organization was built on 
the ideas and determination of those that wanted to 
improve literacy in the community. I thank all of you 
for your time and efforts and ask that you remain an 
active participant in all of our activities during the 
year. 

 

 
 

Alan Karmin 

Executive Director  
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 I began my experience with LVSC in November 

of 2009, just after receiving my training, when I was 

asked to tutor Edgar, a gentleman from Colombia. The 

tutoring went through the summer of 2010, when the 

staff approached me with the idea of starting a      

conversation group. The conversation group would be 

structured as a vehicle to give people the opportunity 

to speak English while waiting to be placed with a tutor.  

 The group was well received with between six 

and eight people participating each week. The meetings 

are held on Wednesdays from 5 to 6 p.m.  Since this 

was a new and untested venture, I played it by ear for 

the first few weeks, giving me the opportunity to    

assess the individualsõ personalities, learning styles and 

levels of confidence.  

 Sometimes the lesson of the day would be my 

asking each person to describe something, usually 

about their home country, or maybe something about 

their work or family --  just a little bit to start a     

conversation with the group. Other times I might    

prepare in advance a lesson on grammar --  simple     

sentence structure, verb conjugation and tense,       

adjectives or the most favorite of all --  idioms. 

 Lately, I have been turning the òteachingó over 

to them by asking them to bring in anything from a 

magazine, newspaper or other source of information to 

impart to the class. We take turns reading paragraphs 

and they underline words they do not understand so we 

can help each other with it. Then I turn the discussion 

of the topic over to them, resulting in a dynamic      

exchange of opinions and ideas.  

 As we progressed through the summer, fall and 

winter, people began dropping out due to various      

reasons, but we gained new participants as well. To 

date I have had 21 people gathered around our table at 

various times, and now we are a lively little group of 6.  

 Stella is a lady from Poland who has been in the 

U.S. for 15 years. She has been a major contributor to 

our group when I have asked them to bring in           

discussion topics --  a very interesting and interested 

lady.  She has been with me since the group started.  

 Dimitar is a gentleman from Bulgaria, in the 

U.S. just recently for less than a year.  He has        

recently returned to Bulgaria but will come back to the 

group on his return back to the U.S. in a few months. 

Also interested in improving his English, he              

participates vigorously and has interesting opinions.  

 Elisabeth is another lady from Poland, and is a 

very willing participant and contributor.  Sometimes I 

have to intervene when she and Stella slip into speaking 

Polish to each other.  

 Monica is from Paraguay. Here in the U.S. for 9 

years, she is very eager to learn and is a dedicated 

member of the group. She is driven to speak and      

understand better so she can enter the medical field.  

 Raja is from Calcutta and has been in the U.S. 

for less than a year. A priest in a temple in Somerset 

and possessing a wonderful sense of humor, he brings 

to the group an unexpected dynamic.  

 Cesar, a gentleman from Peru, is the most ad-

vanced student in the group. He has been in the U.S. 

for 11 years and is completely committed to speaking 

English, meaning to use it as a vehicle to help with the 

Hispanic community. Cesar is engaged in on-line study 

with the University of Phoenix to achieve his degree in 

accounting. Besides meeting with Cesar in the group 

sessions, I also tutor him privately once a week, giving 

him the opportunity to expand his knowledge even    

further. He continues to amaze me with his vocabulary 

--  it is truly advanced.  

 Beata, an original member of the group, is from 

Poland, currently attending ESL classes, though I tutor 

her privately once a week. She has been in the U.S. for 

12 years. Our work together, like with Cesarõs, is   

mostly for conversation. Her confidence in her speech 

continually improves.  

 To say I am proud of these people is an        

understatement. Admiration for their steadfast      

attention to what they are achieving is what I really 

feel about them. My pride comes in the form of being a 

part of something important to the growth and 

achievement of my studentsõ dreams --  taking this ac-

tive part in their lives happens to result in an intensely 

satisfying  personal experience.  

Betty Hlibka...  
LVSCõs Group Leader 
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Publisher  $25,000+ 
Encyclopedia             $10,000-$24,999 
Almanac  $5,000-$9,999 
Dictionary  $2,500-$4,999 
Anthology  $1,000-$2,499 
Best Seller  $500-$999 
Hard Cover  $250-$499 
Paperback  $100-$249 
Journal  $99 and Below 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Individuals 
 

Anthology $1,000-$2,499 
 

Anonymous Donor 
Josephine and Bryan Davis 
 

Best Seller $500-$999 
 

Kathleen Anderson 
Martha Davis 
Patricia Flannery 
David Harris 
Bob Kane 
Stephen Koehler 
Cynthia Zarsky 
 

Hard Cover $250-$499 
 

Debra Allison 
Laura Belanger 
Andrei Bobev 
Deborah Butkiewicz 
Karin & Timothy Davis 
James Hecht 
Alan Karmin 
Stephen Klopfer 
Peggy Koppen 
Warren & Jewel Leback 
Linda Leparulo 
Matthew Montanari 
Yolanda Rodriguez 
Linda Sanford 
Phyllis Von Stade 
Karen Wisniewski 
 

Paperback $100-$249 
 

Judith Ambrus 
Felice Armenio 
Stephen Baclini 
Morris Balacco 
Caren Bateman 
Beth Binde 
Ann Marie Borowicz 
Michelle Burke 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

John Burke 
Allison Caulfield 
Carol Chasse 
Dorothy Churchill 
Diane Coffman 
Deb & Steve Cummins 
Ken Damato 
Janet Davis-Travis 
Darlene  Dupree 
Terry Edwards 
Jacqueline Flamm 
Richard Florio 
Leigh Freeman 
Jill Gomez 
Ellen Greenhorn 
Barbara Hoff 
Henry Huang 
Steven Johnson 
Jennifer Kushinka 
Aimee Lam 
Theresa Lanuto 
Robert Liotta 
Mary Catherine Lybeck 
Penny Meikle 
Vivian Melendez 
Joan Molinaro 
Michelle Molinaro-Burke 
Bill Neetz 
Joseph Noonan 
Julia O'Dowd 
Barbara Quinn 
Edward Riordan 
Christina Rooze 
Francesca Roy 
James Roy 
Letitia Saylor 
Lisa Shareshian 
Merrie Snow 
Kathleen Toomey 
Dorothy Trilone 
Yvonne Valenti-Lindemann 

Nilam Verma 
Rebecca Walling 
Joan Weisblatt 
Mary-Frances Weisner 
Vincent Wrice 
 

Journal $99 and Under 
 

Jerry Auriemma 
Gretchen Barlow 
Christine Bell 
Michael Bertic 
Laura Beyer 
Rajita Bhavaraju 
Patricia Blackadar 
Moira Blake 
Cynthia Bloch 
Michelle Bobev 
Susan Brown 
Christine Brubaker 
Sharon Caldwell 
Eileen Cally 
Olga Campos 
Judith Carey 
Loretta Casalaina 
Lisa Casey 
Angela Castano 
Serdar Celebi 
Wayne Church 
Janis Cole 
Olga Contreras 
Donna Cramer 
Rachel Daddino 
Elizabeth Dalino 
Margaret D'Aversa 
Marjorie Davidson 
Georgia DeBlon 
Marguerite DelVento 
Judith Dorfman 
Joan Ebel 
Raneen Elbakry 
Marna Elliot 
Mohamed Elsharkawy 
Lauren Elyar 
Susan Engelstein 
Eleanor Fahey 
Deborah Feldman 
Ann Fives 
Fred Fleitz 
Priscilla Flores 
Stacey Gelman 
Alexandra Gerry 
Heesun Gil 
John Gouldey 

Dorothy Guarniero 
Kasey Halpin 
Iman Haneef 
Elaine Heeren 
Gerald Helmstetter 
 

Ann Helmy 
 

Patricia Hilgendorff 
 

Rachael Holz 
Angela Horan 
 

Linda Hudacsko 
Martha Hull 
 

Evlogi Itsev 
Zaheer Jan 
Marion Jenkins 
Karen Johnson 
Amy Jones 
Miguel Joya 
Belle Kaplan 
Sandra Karmin 
Carol Katz 
Gillian Kelly 
Robert Kersting 
Alina Klein 
Missy Klingenburg 
Stella Kotelnicki 
Curtis Kraut 
Geraldine Krolin-Taylor 
Weijun Kuo 
Kerry Kushinka 
Nancy Landau 
Theresa Laudicina 
Rabiner Lawrence 
Ponien Lin 
Oknan Liptak 
Hongmei Liu 
Nelly Londono 
Angela Looby 
Irmgar  Lopez 
Kathryn Lucas 
Gary Lung 
Jian Ma 
Bonnie MacDaniel 
Carol May 
Ellen McCourt 
Kathleen Melilli 
Janet Metz 
Maureen Mitchell 
Joan Molinaro 
Linda Morris 
Mohand Moulla 
John Muldoon 
Allison Murphy 

Honor  Roll  of LVSC wishes to thank all 
of its generous supporters!  
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Suruch  Nair 
Karen Nash 
Cheryl O'Brien 
Maureen O'Neill 
Carol Onka 
Anca Orcan 
Wilma Papa 
Bruce Pardo 
Patricia Pavol 
Catherine Petrilla 
John Podskoc 
Mary Beth Ponicall 
Camille Provenza 
Phyllis Reckel 
Paula Reid 
Rita Reyelt 
Patrice Richards 
Nancy Roberts 
Gloriana Rodriguez 
Christina Rooze 
Michael Ryan 
Regina Sauma 
Debra Schaffer 
Robert Schanbacher 
EstaAnn Schapiro 
Denise Schultz 
Shana Sethi 
Kala Sivasubramanian 
 

Bernadette Skoda 
Sheila Smart 
Linda Smith 
Meredith Solomon 
Rosibel Soto 
Eileen Stansky 
Teresa Stevens 
Donna Sturm 
Carolyn Suarez 
Andros Thomson 
Dorothy & Joyce Tomkins 
 

Dragana Trivic 
Yu-Hsuan Tsai 
Helena Wadsworth 
Sheryll Wald 
Sharon Wang 
Melanie Weiser 
Elaine Whelan 
Linda White-Guida 
Susan Wilde 
Robyn-Lyn Williamson 
Kathleen Willwerth 
Janet Witteman 
Catherine Yaworsky  

Private Foundations 
 

Almanac $5,000-$9,999 
 

Billian Family Char. Found. 
 

Dictionary $2,500-$4,999 
 

Gibson Family Foundation 
Lowell F. Johnson Found.  
 

Anthology $1,000-$2,499 
 

Ullman Family Foundation 
 

Corporations 
 

Almanac $5,000-$9,999 
 

Dollar General Corporation 
King Pharmaceuticals 
We Collect Clothes 
 for a Cause 
 

Dictionary $2,500-$4,999 
 

Ortho-McNeil-Janssen 
 Pharmaceuticals 
 

Anthology $1,000-$2,499 
 

Verizon Corporation 
 

Best Seller $500-$999 
 

Dow Chemical Company 
 
 

Hard Cover $250-$499 
 

Acxiom Corporation 
Colgate-Palmolive Co. 
Flemington Car and Truck 

Paperback $100-$249 
 

Mauro, Savo, Camerino, 
 Grant & Schaulk 
 
 

Journal $99 and Under 
 

Bernards-Ridge Connection 
 

Matching Gifts 
 

Dictionary $2,500-$4,999 
 

Merck, Inc. 
 

Best Seller $500-$999 
 

Quest Diagnostics 
 

Paperback $100-$249 
 

Prudential 
 

Journal $99 and Under 
 

Bank of America 

Associations/
Organizations 
 
Hard Cover $250-$499 
 

Clover Hill Reformed Church 
Somerville Civic League 

Paperback $100-$249 
 

Ridge Oak Senior Living 
Somerville Elks Lodge 
Sri Venkateswara Temple 
        & Community Center 
 

Other 
 

Various individuals          
contributed a total of $4,066 
during holiday gift-wrapping        
campaigns 
 

Cash donations totaled 
$1,980 
 

Honors 
 

Alexandra W. Gerry in honor 
of Charlotte Smithôs birthday 
 
 

In-kind Donors 
 

Alfonsoôs 
Mr. & Mrs. Irwin Aver 
Bangôz 
Bridgewater IHOP 
Caff® Piazza 
Chester House-Manville 
Chimney Rock Inn 
Deb & Steve Cummins 
Cut Ups Hair Salon 
The Day Spa 
Eastern Mountain Sports 
EDG Design Group 
Finderne Shopping Plaza 
Fit Zone Health Club 
Ann Fives 
Frankôs PizzaðRaritan 
George Street Playhouse 
Hair UniqueðBridgewater 
Heidiôs Cottage 
Lucille & LuAnn Herrod 
Indigo Salon 
Sandra Karmin 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Youth 
Center 
Stephen Klopfer 
Peggy Koppen 

Mama Rosinaôs Restaurante 
McCarter Theatre 
McCormick & Schmickôs 
Modellôs 
MyHometownNJ.com 
New Jersey Devils 
New Jersey Nets 
New York Jets 
New York Knicks 
Nighthawk Books 
Olive Garden 
Jenna Perfette 
Peteôs Bike & Fitness 
Pianosmith 
Philôs PizzaðBranchburg 
Powerhouse Gym 
Randazzo Pastry Shop 
RVCC 
Reading Cinemas 
Rolling Acres Flower Farm 
Rutgers University 
Frank Scumaci 
Somerset Eye Care 
Somerset Patriots 
Staples 
Star Diner-Hillsborough 
Chris & Angela Sturm 
Teaberryôs 
Versatile Printing 
Walmart 
Wegmans  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The vitality of any institution is 
often defined and measured 
by the strength of its annual 
giving program, both in terms 
of financial commitments and 
the rate of participation. An 
annual gift is truly a vote of 
confidence in Literacy        
Volunteers of Somerset  
County and its mission. 
LVSC is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
organization. We rely strictly 
on private contributions from 
individuals, corporations,  
foundations and other        
organizations. 

Donors 2010-11 LVSC wishes to thank all 
of its generous supporters!  



The Literacy Letter                                              6                                                              Fall 2011  

There are many ways to contribute to Literacy Volunteers of Somerset County:  
 

Online Giving  
 

Donating to LVSC online is easy  and secure. Your information is not kept and will not be shared with 

any other entity. During our 30th Anniversary celebration, if you are one of the first 100 people to 

make an online donation of $30 or more, you will receive a special 30th Anniversary T -shirt as our way 

of saying "thanks" for your support.  
 

Donate online by simply visiting us at www.LiteracySomerset.org.  

All transactions are fully secured via Paypal for your protection.  
 

Pay by Check  
 

If you prefer to send a check, you can mail your gift to:   
 

LVSC 

120 Finderne Avenue, Box 7  

Bridgewater, New Jersey 08807  
 

Payroll Deduction  
 

Ask your employer about having your gift to LVSC come directly from your paycheck. And, in a lot of 

cases, your employer will match your gift by 100%. So that is a way to have your gift make even more 

of an impact.  
 

Clothing Donations  
 

Deposit your unwanted, good, used clothing in our donation bins throughout the area. Visit us at 

www.literacysomerset.org for a location near you. The clothing is not sent overseas. You can also help 

us to acquire more locations. Email us at info@literacysomerset.org for more information.  
 

Cash for Gold  
 

Once a month we host an event where a professional dealer will pay top dollar for any unwanted gold 

on the spot. You get cash and LVSC gets a donation. Check our website for dates.  
 

Corporate Sponsorship  

Corporate sponsorships are available throughout the year for the LVSC website and special events. 

Check with us to discuss the sponsorship giving levels available.  
 

Legacies and Bequests  

Literacy Volunteers of Somerset County deeply appreciates those that have remembered us in their 

estates. If you would like to consider us when you do your estate planning, please contact us to      

provide the necessary assistance and appropriate paperwork.  
 

Thank you for your continued support!  

Give the Gift of Literacy!  

The clothing donation program 

helps LVSC support services.  
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A Night of Family Fun!  

Join Us for a Game of Scrabble and Tricky Tray  

and Tricky Tray 
Saturday, November 5, 2011  

PeopleCare Center, Bridgewater, NJ  
Team competition with two players per team  

Three games guaranteed with pizza, òmake your own sundaesó & 

5 tickets for the Tricky Tray  

1st, 2nd, 3rd Place Prizes Awarded!  
 

Only $80 per team!  
($100 per team after October 21, 2011)  

$25 for non -Scrabble players (includes dinner and tricky tray)  

Other games and activities will be available for non -Scrabble playersé 

including Wii bowling and crossword puzzle competitions!  

Singles may register for Scrabble for $40 and be matched with a teammate  
($50 per single after October 21, 2011)  

Let the games begin! Register at:  

www.literacysomerset.org  
Or call 908 -725 -5430  

Dinner begins at 6:00 p.m. First game begins at 7:00 p.m. sharp!  
Sponsored by  

http://www.myhometownnj.com/

