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ESL Class Begins with 12 - week Program,
New Software Facilitates Quicker Matches

Thanks to a grant from Dollar General,
Literacy Volunteers of Somerset County has launched
a new pilot program in an effort to move students off
the waiting list. Students will now be able to enroll in a
12-week paid classroom program that will be
facilitated by a professional ESL teacher, Donna
Pisciotti.

Students have an option to partake in the
program, at a cost of $100, but will still have access
to the traditional one -on-one free tutoring provided
by LVSC volunteers.

OWe needed to have
the many people who <c¢come
Director Al an Kar mi n. 0 We

waiting list, but this is a way for people to get some
services a lot quicker, while still availing themselves to
the tutoring that the organization has been known
for. o

The average wait time for getting matched
with a volunteer tutor has been anywhere from three
to nine months. There has also been anywhere from 75
-115 people on the waiting list. Both have been a
constant for many years.

Even when there are tutors available, it is
often difficult to facilitate matches because of the
preferences of both the tutors and students available.
The process of putting tutors and students together
has, more often than not, been a long and arduous
task.

As part of the Dollar General grant, LVSC has
acquired a proprietary program that provides matches
for both the tutors and the students. If a tutor is
available and is looking to take on a new student, the
program provides the top five students available
according to preferences indicated by both parties.

0The best way to descr
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compare it to
the preferences of both parties

computer dati
fi location, day and

time of availability, ESL or Basic Literacy, male or
female i and what comes out is a short list that is easy
to work with but, more importantly, pretty much on
target for a good match. We want to ensure that we
can provide quality services but also get those
peopl e

services to the wh o

LVSC tutor Betty Hlibka (far right) facilitates the weekly
conversation group. Seated, | -r, are Raja Goswami, Monica
Quesnel, Elisabeth Troscianiec and Cesar de la Vega. See
Bettyds story on Page 3.

Upcoming LVSC Events

Fall Tutor Training
Wednesday, October 12, 2011

Scrabble Night and Tricky Tray
Saturday, November 5, 2011

New Date!
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As summer sljps into autumn, we at Literacy
Volunteers of Somerset County begin the season with
new energy and planning. The Fall Tutor Training
Workshop is scheduled to start on October 12, and
the first ever 12 -week ESL class that we are offering
fo the aault learners on our waiting list will begin on
Saturday, September 17.

The month of September alerts us to
remember and enjoy our Annual Meeting where we
celebrate our volunteers, supporters and students for
their dedication to our wonderful organization. Please
mark your calendars to jfoin us on Monday, September
19, at the PeopleCare Center at 7.30PM where we will
serve refreshments for your enjoyment.

On that evening, it will be my pleasure fo
present a new slate of Officers whose commitment to
LVSC will ensure its continued climb towards
excellence.

! would like to remind you of two fundraising
events that we hope you will take an active part in.
First, our Family Game Night featuring our second
Scrabble tournament and other fun competitions along

Alan Karmin...

The new fiscal year arrived and with it has
arrived new challenges. The economy has taken its toll
on nonprofits fi big and small. But through it all, LVSC
has not only survived, it has continued to flourish.

LVSC leadership has worked hard to determine
ways to serve more and more people and get them
services quicker than ever before.

Thanks to technology, we are able to better
serve our tutors with training videos now available on
our website, and a new program that will match tutors
and students faster than ever.
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LVSCoO6s Board

Wélr a tricky tray raffle on Saturday, November 5,
and our monthly Cash for Gold events held in our
office at the PeopleCare Center.

In the past, | would usually mention our need
for your time and commitment at our upcoming gift
wrapping dates. But as you may know, sadly, Borders
has closed its doors.

It is with sincere gratitude that | thank each
and every one for being part of the LVSC family,
helping in its endeavor to bring awareness of our
mission to improve lives through literacy, as well as
encouraging donations.

As we say goodbye to summer vacations at far

away destinations, to carefree days at the shore with
family and friends, and leisure times spent on the back
porch, we slowly begin the transition into the busy
routines of autumn. Revitalized, we at LVSC are ready
to meet the tasks before us, and invite you to join us
in our efforts. We appreciate and thank you for your
continued support.

Martha Davis

Board President

A Message from the Executive Director

Technology is great, but we could not exist
without our volunteers. The organization was built on
the ideas and determination of those that wanted to
improve literacy in the community. | thank all of you
for your time and efforts and ask that you remain an
active participant in all of our activities during the
year.

Alan Karmin
Executive Director
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Betty Hlibka...
L VSCGOs
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Group

Leader

| began my experience with LVSC in November
of 2009, just after receiving my training, when | was
asked to tutor Edgar, a gentleman from Colombia. The
tutoring went through the summer of 2010, when the
staff approached me with the idea of starting a
conversation group. The conversation group would be
structured as a vehicle to give people the opportunity
to speak English while waiting to be placed with a tutor.

The group was well received with between six
and eight people participating each week. The meetings
are held on Wednesdays from 5 to 6 p.m. Since this
was a new and untested venture, | played it by ear for
the first few weeks, giving me the opportunity to
assess the individual so
levels of confidence.

Sometimes the lesson of the day would be my
asking each person to describe something, usually
about their home country, or maybe something about
their work or family -- just a little bit to start a
conversation with the group. Other times | might
prepare in advance a lesson on grammar -- simple

p e

sentence structure, verb conjugation and tense,
adjectives or the most favorite of all -- idioms.
Lately, I have been tur

to them by asking them to bring in anything from a
magazine, newspaper or other source of information to
impart to the class. We take turns reading paragraphs
and they underline words they do not understand so we
can help each other with it. Then | turn the discussion
of the topic over to them, resulting in a dynamic
exchange of opinions and ideas.

As we progressed through the summer, fall and
winter, people began dropping out due to various
reasons, but we gained new participants as well. To
date | have had 21 people gathered around our table at
various times, and now we are a lively little group of 6.

Stella is a lady from Poland who has been in the
U.S. for 15 years. She has been a major contributor to
our group when | have asked them to bring in
discussion topics -- a very interesting and interested
lady. She has been with me since the group started.

Dimitar is a gentleman from Bulgaria, in the
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U.S. just recently for less than a year. He has
recently returned to Bulgaria but will come back to the
group on his return back to the U.S. in a few months.
Also interested in improving his English, he
participates vigorously and has interesting opinions.

Elisabeth is another lady from Poland, and is a
very willing participant and contributor. Sometimes |
have to intervene when she and Stella slip into speaking
Polish to each other.

Monica is from Paraguay. Here in the U.S. for 9
years, she is very eager to learn and is a dedicated
member of the group. She is driven to speak and
understand better so she can enter the medical field.

s 0 n &4ja is from Salcutfa ard has beergin the W.S. e s

for less than a year. A priest in a temple in Somerset
and possessing a wonderful sense of humor, he brings
to the group an unexpected dynamic.

Cesar, a gentleman from Peru, is the most ad-
vanced student in the group. He has been in the U.S.
for 11 years and is completely committed to speaking
English, meaning to use it as a vehicle to help with the
Hispanic community. Cesar is engaged in on-line study
with the University of Phoenix to achieve his degree in
acéounting. tBhsales inteadirgg cwhithi @egad in ahe group
sessions, | also tutor him privately once a week, giving
him the opportunity to expand his knowledge even
further. He continues to amaze me with his vocabulary
-- it is truly advanced.

Beata, an original member of the group, is from
Poland, currently attending ESL classes, though | tutor
her privately once a week. She has been in the U.S. for
12 year s. Our wor k
mostly for conversation. Her confidence in her speech
continually improves.

To say | am proud of these people is an
understatement. Admiration for their steadfast
attention to what they are achieving is what | really
feel about them. My pride comes in the form of being a
part of something important to the growth and
achievement of my -stakingl this1 dcs 0
tive part in their lives happens to result in an intensely
satisfying personal experience.
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LVSC wishes to thank all
of its generous supporters!
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@ Give the Gift of Literacy!

There are many ways to contribute to Literacy Volunteers of Somerset County:
Online Giving

Donating to LVSC online is easy and secure. Your information is not kept and will not be shared with
any other entity. During our 30th Anniversary celebration, if you are one of the first 100 people to

make an online donation of $30 or more, you will receive a special 30th Anniversary T -shirt as our way
of saying "thanks" for your support.

Donate online by simply visiting us at www.LiteracySomerset.org.
All transactions are fully secured via Paypal for your protection.

Pay by Check
If you prefer to send a check, you can mail your gift to:

LVSC
120 Finderne Avenue, Box 7
Bridgewater, New Jersey 08807

The clothing donation program
helps LVSC support services.

Payroll Deduction

Ask your employer about having your gift to LVSC come directly from your paycheck. And, in a lot of
cases, your employer will match your gift by 100%. So that is a way to have your gift make even more
of an impact.

Clothing Donations

Deposit your unwanted, good, used clothing in our donation bins throughout the area. Visit us at
www.literacysomerset.org for a location near you. The clothing is not sent overseas. You can also help
us to acquire more locations. Email us at info@literacysomerset.org for more information.

Cash for Gold

Once a month we host an event where a professional dealer will pay top dollar for any unwanted gold
on the spot. You get cash and LVSC gets a donation. Check our website for dates.

Corporate Sponsorship
Corporate sponsorships are available throughout the year for the LVSC website and special events.
Check with us to discuss the sponsorship giving levels available.

Legacies and Bequests

Literacy Volunteers of Somerset County deeply appreciates those that have remembered us in their
estates. If you would like to consider us when you do your estate planning, please contact us to
provide the necessary assistance and appropriate paperwork.

Thank you for your continued support!
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A Night of Family Fun!

Join Us for a Game of Scrabble and Tricky Tray MJ
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NIGHT

and Tricky Tray

Saturday, November 5, 2011
PeopleCare Center, Bridgewater, NJ

Team competition with two players per team
Three games guaranteed with pizza, on
5 tickets for the Tricky Tray
1st, 2nd, 3rd Place Prizes Awarded!

Only $80 per team!

($100 per team after October 21, 2011)
$25 for non -Scrabble players (includes dinner and tricky tray)
Other games and activities will be available fornon -Scr abbl e pl aye
including Wii bowling and crossword puzzle competitions!

Singles may register for Scrabble for $40 and be matched with a teammate
(%50 per single after October 21, 2011)

Let the games begin! Register at:
www.literacysomerset.org

Or call 908 -725-5430

Dinner begins at 6:00 p.m. First game begins at 7:00 p.m. sharp!
Sponsored by
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