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Literacy Volunteers of Somerset County is 
hosting a comedy show – Laugh for Literacy -  
featuring New Jersey comedy legend Uncle 
Floyd and comic hypnotist Marshal Manlove 
on Saturday, October 24, at the Somerville 
Elks Lodge in Bridgewater. 
 

Tickets are $35 with all proceeds benefiting 
Literacy Volunteers of Somerset County 
(LVSC). A buffet dinner will be served and a 
cash bar will be available. Doors to the event 
will open at 6:00 p.m. and the show will begin 
at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Uncle Floyd is well-known for his television 
show broadcast throughout the New York/
New Jersey metropolitan area from 1974-
1998, which has created a very loyal follow-
ing. He has appeared on numerous television 

shows and is currently a regular on the Sirius 
Satellite Radio program, The Wise Guys. 
 

Marshal Manlove is a certified Hypnothera-
pist, member of the National Guild of Hypno-
tists, founder of First State Hypnosis in 
Delaware, and a former local sports television 
show host. He brings a unique and witty twist 
with him on stage to his hypnosis and mental-
ism shows. 
 

“We are excited to have not just one, but 
two comedic icons appearing for us,” said 
Alan Karmin, LVSC Executive Director. “It 
should be a fun night and the lineup guaran-
tees a lot of laughs for all.” 
 

For tickets or more information, go to     
www. LaughforLiteracy.com. 

Uncle Floyd and Marshal Manlove to Headline Comedy Night  
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Our Mission 
 
Literacy Volunteers of Somerset County is committed to promoting literacy throughout the community by providing 
student-centered tutoring for adults so that they may function more effectively in their daily lives. Our mission is 
founded on the belief that the ability to read and communicate is imperative to leading a productive and functional life, 
and is essential for the protection of individual freedom and equality of all people. 
 
We are committed to accomplishing this mission by:  
 

• Training volunteer tutors in the fundamentals of Basic Literacy and English for Speakers of Other Languages 
(ESOL) instruction that include reading, writing, listening and speaking skills 

• Providing tutors with ongoing support and in-service skills development programs  
• Locating and recruiting functionally illiterate learners  
• Creating and maintaining collaborative tutor-learner matches  
• Helping learners establish and reach realistic personal goals 
• Promoting learner self-sufficiency 

A View From The Top... 
Thoughts from LVSC’s Board President 

Every leaf speaks bliss to me, 
Fluttering from the autumn tree. 
                             Emily Bronte 
 

Autumn at Literacy Volunteers of Somerset County 
begins with lots of energy and planning.  The Fall Tutor 
Training Workshop is scheduled to start on September 
30 with Orientation on September 16.  As you may 
know, Catherine Mitch has committed to a three-year 
assignment in Indonesia to teach English, but we are 
fortunate to have Arlyn Reed step in and take her 
place.  “Catherine, we wish you the best.”  
 

Our Annual Meeting will be on Monday, October 5, at 
6:00 p.m. in the PeopleCare Center’s cafeteria.  This 
has traditionally been a fun night where everyone has 
the opportunity to sample many wonderful ethnic 
dishes prepared by our students.  It is also a night of 
celebrating our volunteers, supporters, and students 
for their dedication to our wonderful organization. 
 

On that evening, it will be my pleasure to present a 
new slate of Board members, who are committed to 
helping LVSC continue to succeed.  A warm welcome to: 
Morris Balacco, Laura Belanger, Michelle Bobev, Mi-
chelle Molinaro-Burke, Patricia Flannery and Martine 
Grant. 
 

During my years with Literacy Volunteers of Somerset 
County, I have immensely enjoyed working with all the 

volunteers, especially with Trustees Aimee Lam, Geri 
Krolin-Taylor, and Tina Martin, who have left the 
Board after years of loyal service.  Thank you for the 
indelible footprints of caring that you leave with LVSC. 
 

With new members there is always a great deal of new 
energy and excitement. To that extent, Michelle 
Bobev and Laura Belanger stepped up and have orches-
trated the organization’s first-ever comedy night 
fundraiser. The night should be quite enjoyable for 
everyone. 
 

Also, we will soon be asking our faithful volunteers to 
participate in the holiday gift-wrapping at Borders, 
which will start after Thanksgiving.  Please give of 
your time when Peggy Koppen, Lisa Leifer or Michelle 
Burke call for scheduling, as this is a very important 
fundraiser for us and we cannot do it without you. 
 

As we say goodbye to summer vacations at far away 
destinations, to carefree days at the shore with family 
and friends, and leisure times spent on the back porch, 
we slowly begin the transition into the busy routines of 
autumn.  Revitalized, we at LVSC are ready to meet 
the tasks before us, and ask you to join us in our ef-
forts.   We look forward to seeing you at the upcoming 
events, and thank you for your continued support. 
. 

Martha Davis, Board President 



Tutor Brag Book 

We had to set new goals because we're finding that Flory 
doesn't have the correct paperwork to enroll in a college 
program. So we discussed new short-term and long-term 
goals. Our short-term goal is for Flory to practice listening 
to English and having a better understanding, and also to 
practice speaking about what she has heard and to im-
prove her speech. She will also be writing down sen-
tences and questions about what she has listened to and 
we will go over vocabulary and sentence structure. One of 
the tools we're using is my computer, where we listen to 
shows of interest to her, then we discuss what the show 
was about. She will write questions about the show, we'll 
work on the sentence structure of the questions as well as 
spelling and vocabulary. I've also assigned her to listen to 
30 minutes of news during the week. She will write down 
questions about the show (I will watch the same show) 
and we'll go over the content, her understanding of the 
news and what was talked about, as well as the vocabu-
lary used and sentence structure. Her long-term goal now 
is to be fluent in English in speaking, reading, writing and 
listening, and when she eventually goes back to her own 
country, she'd like to be able to work teaching English. 

Carol Katz 
 
Yolanda's goals are to be able to read stories to her chil-
dren, understand coins and their values, and talk more 
confidently with her daughters' doctors. Yolanda is 
smarter than she realized, but with encouragement has 
become more confident.  She is very eager to learn.  She 
often comes to our sessions with ideas and questions and 
our time becomes more of an expanded lesson in conver-
sational English.  Because I do not want to cut her off we 
sometimes do not get through the planned lesson.   

Rochelle Levin 
 

Fernando continues to make progress and has become 
much more proficient in English-speaking situations.  Dur-
ing this period he had a medical emergency, and he had 
no problem communicating with doctors and nurses.  
Also, he went to NYC by himself and had no difficulty get-
ting around. 

Loretta Casalaina 
 
Someone cut off my student while driving. She noticed 
the car had a bumper sticker saying, "Courtesy is my 
goal."  She understood the words and thought to herself, 
"I don't think so." 

Ann Jones 
 

Success stories  like these only begin to tell the story 
about  what is accomplished by hard-working students 
and volunteer tutors. If you have a story you would like to 
tell, email it to info@literacysomerset.org. 
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    FUN WITH ENGLISH36  
 

The English language can be very tough to 
master. As hard as that might be, it can 
also be a lot of fun to see how silly the lan-
guage can actually be. The word oxymoron 
itself is quite humorous. Well...here are 36 
oxymorons that you might just take for 
granted: 

36. Jumbo Shrimp 
35. State worker 
34. Legally drunk 
33. Exact estimate 
32. Act naturally 
31. Found missing 
30. Resident alien 
29. Genuine imitation 
28. Airline food 
27. Good grief 
26. Government 
 organization 
25. Sanitary landfill 
24. Alone together 
23. Small crowd 
22. Business ethics 
21. Soft rock 
20. Butt head 
19. Military intelligence 

18. Sweet sorrow 
17. Rural metro 
(ambulance service) 
16. "Now, then . . ." 
15. Passive aggression 
14. Clearly misunderstood 
13. Peace force 
12. Extinct life 
11. Plastic glasses 
10. Terribly pleased 
9. Computer security 
8. Political science 
7. Tight slacks 
6. Definite maybe 
5. Pretty ugly 
4. Rap music 
3. Working vacation 
2. Religious tolerance 
1. Quiet riot 

Please join us for our annual meeting to cele-
brate the past fiscal year and honor those who 
have helped us in our mission to battle illiter-
acy in Somerset County. All tutors and stu-
dents are invited and encouraged to attend. 
It will be held in the cafeteria of the 
PeopleCare Center on Monday, October 5, be-
ginning at 6:30 p.m. 
As is the custom, please feel free to bring your 
favorite appetizer, main dish or dessert. Bev-
erages will be provided. 
RSVP—info@literacysomerset.org 

Annual Meeting, October 5 
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Honor Roll of 

Individuals 
 
Anthology $1,000-$2,499 
 

Anonymous Donor 
Josephine and Bryan Davis 
 
Best Seller $500-$999 
 

Allison Caulfield 
Kenneth Damato 
Martha Davis 
Patricia Flannery 
Bob Kane 
Stephen Klopfer & 
 Alex Symos 
Warren & Dorothy Leback 
Cynthia Zarsky 
 
Hard Cover $250-$499 
 

Frank Armstrong 
Deborah Cummins 
Timothy and Karin Davis 
James Hecht 
Jennifer Kushinka 
Aimee Lam 
Linda Leparulo 
Matthew Montanari 
John Servais 
Lisa Sharseshian 
Karen Wisniewski 
 
Paperwork $100-$249 
 

Debra L. Allison 
Anonymous Donor 
Laura Belanger 
Cynthia Bloch 
Leonard & Adele Blumberg 
Deborah Bobev 
Vera Borum 

Elizabeth Ann Breedlove 
Sharon Caldwell 
Sheila Cancella 
Loretta Casalaina 
Munaza Chapman 
Dorothy Churchill 
Elona Collazo 
Tamara Desmond 
Barbara Doherty 
Lynne Draper 
Bebina Faigal 
Mark Gernett 
Martine Grant 
Dorothy Guarniero 
Les Hendler 
Lorraine & Bob Henry 
Patricia Hilgendorff 
Barbara Hoff 
Deanna Jameson 
Steven Johnson 
Norman Kaish 
Joanne Kane 
Alan Karmin 
Peggy Koppin 
Geri Krolin-Taylor 
Kerry Kushinka 
Mi Ae Han Leigh 
Ellen Locker 
Tina Martin 
Michelle Molinaro-Burke 
Stephanie Moravek 
Colleen Mula 
John Muldoon 
Elizabeth Nagy 
Michael Nichols 
Nataliya Pimpao 
Sue Ramsberger 
Sheryl Rosenberg 
Mike Rosenthal 
Letitia Saylor 

Colleen Shea 
Harry & Merrie Snow 
William Strachan 
Jane & Sarah Travis 
Janet Vignola 
William and Gail Vornheim 
Phyllis von Stade 
Rebecca Walling 
Joan Weisblatt 
Elaine Whelan 
 
Journal $99 and Under 
 

Madeline Adam 
O. Frederick Anderden 
Kathleen Anderson 
Cindy Andrews 
Rajeev Aneja 
Jerry Auriemma 
Patricia Bankowski 
Pat Bernhard 
Laura Beyer 
Moira Blake 
Zachary Blake 
Michelle Bobev 
Sarala Bogavelli 
Ann Marie Borowicz 
Susan Brown 
Robin Butler 
Regina Burke 
Janine Caldwell 
Maxine Carley 
Angela Cosentino 
Castagna 
Chloe Chapman 
Carol Chasse 
Susanna Chiu 
Diane Coffman 
Marilyn Cohen 
Rachel Costello 
Rollande Cuvilly 
Lois Czajkowski 
Janice Davenhall 
Marjorie Davidson 
Georgia DeBlon 
Marguerite DelVento 
Bernadette Donahue 
Ann B. Fives 
Fred Fleitz 
Veronica Flood 
Richard W. Florio 
Peg Forte 
Rhonda Fricke 

Victor Franco 
Dennis Gahrman 
Laura Giraldi 
Sue Goldberg 
Ellen Goldsmith 
Rosa Gonzalez 
Anupam Goradia 
Mary Gorski 
Casene Goulbourne 
Susanne Grossman 
James Hanley 
L. Jean Harrison 
Diana Hauser 
Daniel Hayes 
Gerald Helmstetter 
Angela Hermann 
Marybelle Hoffman 
Salena Holoman 
Angela Horan 
Rebecca Hoy 
Peilan Huang 
Kate Jerris 
Anju Jessani & 
 Erik Purasson 
Karen Joho 
Renee Jones 
Carol Katz 
Janet Kauder 
Carolyn A. Kelly 
Joseph D. Kelly III 
Alina Klein 
Missy Klingenburg 
Suzanne Kral 
Curtis Kraut 
Renee Krell 
Ellen Lafargue 
Kweiching H. Lai 
Florine LaTourette 
Ann Latreille 
Sandy Lightbody 
Bonnie Lobby 
Angela Looby 
Patricia Lynch 
Alice Martin 
Carol May 
Penny Meikle 
Kathleen Melilli 
Brian John Miller 
Penny Milligan 
Catherine Mitch 
Christine Molinaro 
Linda Morris 

Publisher  $25,000+ 
Encyclopedia $10,000-$24,999 
Alamanac  $5,000-$9,999 
Dictionary  $2,500-$4,999 
Anthology  $1,000-$2,499 
Best Seller  $500-$999 
Hard Cover  $250-$499 
Paperback  $100-$249 
Journal  $99 and Below 

LVSC wishes to thank all 
of its generous supporters! 
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.  Donors 2008-09 
Karen Mosher 
Sandra Niece 
Eric Nilson 
Vivian OKrepky 
Maureen O’Neill 
Carol Onka 
Judi Osmun 
Rahul Pathak 
Diane Pfister 
Steve Quintavalla 
Suzanne Rabiner 
Maricarmen Raposo 
Paula Reid 
Rita Reyelt 
Edward Riordan 
Rosa Rios 
Stanley Rizzolo 
Yolanda Rodriguez 
Christina Rooze 
John Salvatore 
Debra Schaffer 
Robert Schanbacher 
Esta Ann Schapiro 
Bernadette Skoda 
Charlotte Smith 
Meredith Solomon 
Leigh Strachan 
Donna Sturm 
Maria Sucsuz 
Ophelia Teleck 
Marianne Timmons 
Qi Tong 
Christy Tuttle 
Yvonne Valenti-Lindeman 
Nilam Verma 
Stacy Vogel 
Barbara Volker 
Maggie Wang 
Angela Welsh 
Ruth Wentz 
Joan Williams 
Richard E. Williams 
Kathleen Willworth 
Catherine Yaworsky 
Kathy Zonca 
Julia Zuk 
 

Various individuals contrib-
uted a total of $5,210 during 
gift-wrapping campaigns 
 

Anonymous donations totaled 
$460.24 
 

Private Foundations 
 
Dictionary $2,500-$4,999 
 
Lowell F. Johnson 
 Foundation 
 
Corporations 
 
Almanac $5,000-$9,999 
 

Ortho-McNeil-Janssen 
 Pharmaceuticals 
 
Dictionary $2,500-$4,999 
 

Hewitt Associates
 Foundation 
We Collect Clothes 
 for a Cause 
 
Anthology $1,000-$2,499 
 

Brother International 
Dow Chemical Company 
Gannett Foundation 
 
Best Seller $500-$999 
 

Amboy National Bank 
Jonalex Corporation 
Quest Diagnostics 
Verizon 
 
Hard Cover $250-$499 
 

Colgate-Palmolive Corp. 
Electronics Design Group 
John Wiley & Sons 
 
Paperback $100-$249 
 

Magyar Bank 
Mauro, Savo, Camerino & 
 Grant, P.A. 
 
Matching Gifts 
 
Dictionary $2,500-$4,999 
 

Merck, Inc. 
 
Best Seller $500-$999 
 

Quest Diagnostics 
 

Paperback $100-$249 
 

Prudential 
Verizon 
 
Journal $99 and Under 
 

Merrill Lynch 
 
Associations/
Organizations 
 
Encyclopedia $10,000+ 
 

United Way of 
 Somerset County 
 
Almanac $5,000-$9,999 
 

Literacy Volunteers of 
 New Jersey 
 
Hard Cover $250-$499 
 

American Legion Post 12 
Clover Hill Reformed 
 Church 
St. John’s Episcopal 
The PeopleCare Center 
 
Paperback $100-$249 
 

Friends of the Wallace 
 House 
Mid-Jersey Labrador 
 Retriever Club 
Somerville Civic League 
 

Journal $99 and Under 
 

American Legion Post 304 
 
Memorials 
 
Sharon Caldwell 
in memory of Mary Elliot 
 

Angela Horan in memory of 
Bing Yee Lew  
 

Friends of the Wallace 
House in memory of 
Muriel Ade 
 

Mid-Jersey Labrador Re-
triever Club in memory of 
Marian “Mimi” Ruch 

Honors 
 
Mauro, Savo, Camerino & 
Grant, P.A. in honor of 
Patricia Flannery 
 

In-kind Donors 
 

America’s Florist 
Basking Ridge Country 
 Club 
Bellisimo 
Best Buy 
The Bobev Family 
Marilee and Douglas 
 Boughner 
Bridgewater Marriott 
Michelle and John Burke 
Café Picasso 
Sharon and Peter Caldwell 
Char 
Chester House 
Elona Collazo 
Debra & Steven Cummins 
Martha Davis 
Day Spa at Hair Plus 
Tom and Patty Deitsch 
Estate of Mimi Ruch 
Ann Fives 
Pat and Jim Flannery 
Frank’s Pizza of Bound 
Brook 
Hewitt Associates 
Sharon Janssen 
Bob and Mary Kane 
Stephen and Alex Klopfer 
Peggy Koppen 
Kramer Portraits 
Captain and Mrs. Leback 
Marion Michelle 
Memory Lane 
New Jersey Devils 
New York Rangers 
PeopleCare Center 
Royce Brook Golf Club 
Sammi Sherwin 
Geri and Martin Taylor 
Teaberry’s 
Wegmans 

LVSC wishes to thank all 
of its generous supporters! 
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The vitality of any institution is often defined and measured by the strength of its annual giving pro-
gram, both in terms of financial commitments and the rate of participation. An annual gift is truly a 
vote of confidence in Literacy Volunteers of Somerset County and its mission. 
 

LVSC's annual fund provides support for every area of activity undertaken by the organization includ-
ing tutor training and supplies, student assessments, tutoring services and administration, ongoing 
programs and promising new initiatives that make LVSC's programs not only exceptional...but FREE. 
 

It is imperative that LVSC continually strive to increase annual contributions, establishing a reliable 
source of unrestricted support to fulfill its ongoing operating needs. 
 

Literacy Volunteers of Somerset County is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. We rely strictly on 
private contributions from individuals, corporations, foundations and other organizations. 
 

Donating to LVSC is a easy. You can make an online donation and know that your information is totally 
secure and will not be shared with any other entity. In fact, if you are one of the first 100 people to 
make an online donation of $50 or more, you will receive a free LVSC t-shirt as our way of saying 
"thanks" for your support. 
 

Donate online by simply visiting us at www.LiteracySomerset.org. All donations made via credit card 
will appear as "Netcharge (877) 625-0290" on your billing statement. 
All transactions are fully secured for your protection. 
 

If you prefer to send a check, mail your gift to:  
 

LVSC 
120 Finderne Avenue, Box 7 
Bridgewater, New Jersey 08807 
 

Payroll Deduction 
Ask your employer about having your gift to LVSC come directly from your paycheck. And, in a lot of 
cases, your employer will match your gift by 100%. So that is a way to have your gift make even more 
of an impact. 
 

Corporate Sponsorship 
Corporate sponsorships are available throughout the year for the LVSC website and special events. 
Check with us to discuss the sponsorship giving levels available. 
 

Legacies and Bequests 
Literacy Volunteers of Somerset County deeply appreciates those that have remembered us in their 
estates. If you would like to consider us when you do your estate planning, please contact us to pro-
vide the necessary assistance and appropriate paperwork. 
 

Thank you for your continued support! 

Donate Today and Become a Friend of Literacy! 
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Dear Catherine, 
 
 My student is fairly advanced in that 
she reads, writes and speaks fairly well 
but isn't confident in her speaking skills. 
She doesn't have anyone to speak cor-
rectly with on a regular basis. I suggested 
that she take out a book on tape from the 
library as well as the book itself. That 
way she can hear and read English a little 
everyday and practice more between our 
sessions. She's done this for about two 
weeks now and both of us see an improve-
ment in her speaking skills. Also, I sug-
gested that she practice speaking more 
slowly. In our discussions I learned that 
she speaks quickly and kind of mushes the 
words together to get them out because 
she is uncomfortable with them. When she 
does that, people have difficulty under-
standing her. She's learned that if she 
speaks more slowly, her pronunciations are 
clearer and she's better understood.  
 

Nancy L. 

Dear Nancy, 
 
 Suggesting that your student listen to books on 
tape is a wonderful idea. You can also make your own 
recordings of either LESes that you make or readings that 
you and your student complete together. It's easy. All you 
need is a headset with a microphone and a computer with 
Windows XP. Plug in your headset and make sure the 
microphone is working. Then left click on the start button, 
left click on "All Programs," then on "Accessories," then 
on "Entertainment" and last on "Sound Recorder." You'll 
see controls just like on "old time" cassette recorders. Left 
click on the button with the red dot (record) and you are 
set to record. Just speak into the microphone clearly. 
When you are finished, left click on the button with a 
square (stop). Just remember that you can only record 60 
seconds at a time. If you want to record something longer 
than that, just click on the stop button and then on the 
record button again. You can watch the indicator slide 
along the bottom of the box to see how much time you 
have left. When you are finished (or anytime in the mid-
dle) left click on file and you can save your recording as a 
wave file. That can now be stored on a flash drive and 
transferred to another computer, or you can email it to 
your student. Once you've done that, your student has the 
chance to re-listen to the exact materials that you used in 
your lesson. Your student will open the file and then left 
click on the play button and/or rewind button and listen to 
his or her heart's content. Have fun!!! 
 

        Catherine 
 
This was reprinted from the Tutor Mentor Forum on our 
website at www.LiteracySomerset.org. 

Ask Catherine 

 
For news, features, 

information and resources, 
visit the 

Resource Page on our website 
at: www.LiteracySomerset.org 

 

 
Get a Free 

LVSC T-Shirt! 
 
 

Be one of the first 100 people to donate $50 
or more online and get a free LVSC t-shirt. 

Go to www.LiteracySomerset.org 
and make your gift today! 



120 Finderne Ave, Box 7 
Bridgewater, NJ  08807 
908-725-5430 

 
Get a free t-shirt! 
Be one of the first 100 people to make an “online” gift of $50 or more and you will get 
an LVSC t-shirt. Just go to www.literacysomerset.org and make your gift to literacy 
today! 
 

Donate your used auto! 
Get a tax-deduction of full blue book value! Call the LVSC office  
at 908-725-5430 for details. 
 

Donate your unwanted, used, good clothing! 
LVSC is collecting clothes to raise money for our ever-growing organization. Currently, we have collection 
bins for you to deposit any of your unwanted used clothes in Manville, Somerset and Franklin Township. 
Email info@literacysomerset.org or call 908-725-5430 for bin locations. 
 

We are also searching for more locations for our clothing donation bins. Email or call the office to find 
out how you can help with our clothing drive. 

Literacy Volunteers 
of Somerset County 
An Affiliate of 
ProLiteracy America 

Executive Committee 
Martha Davis, President 
Peggy Koppen, Vice President 
Stephen Klopfer, Treasurer 
Sheila Cancella, Secretary  

Trustees 
Morris Balacco 
Laura Belanger 
Michelle Bobev 
Michelle Molinaro Burke 
Patricia Flannery 
Martine Grant 
Bob Kane  

Staff 
Alan Karmin, Executive Director 
Angela Horan, Office Manager 
Linda Leparulo, Dev. Assoc. 
Missy Klingenburg, Office Volunteer 
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